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Who Is Wise?
James 3:13-18

Introduction:  

Kinds of Preachers – 
· Those who have something to say
· Those who have to say something

“Spiritual Gift” is the gift of gab

James says to, “Be careful about becoming teachers” (3:1) because:
1. He must be able to control his tongue (3:1-12)
2.  He must possess true wisdom (3:13-18)
I.  The Truly Wise – 3:13
A. The Questions – 3:13a

“Who is wise and understanding among you?”
1. What is Wisdom?

The Greeks (Plato and Aristotle) – “philosophy” φιλος- σωφος – “love of wisdom”; were speculation about invisible things.
The Hebrews were very practical - “how to live pleasing to God”

Deuteronomy 4:5-6

”Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should act according to them in the land, which you go to possess. Therefore be careful to observe them for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people,’

Job 28:28

“And to man He said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding.”
Psalm 111:10

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.”
Definition: Wisdom is a good sense of spiritual understanding and discernment, resulting in God-pleasing decisions and behavior.

2. Who is Wise?

God told the people through Moses “to choose wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men from among your tribes, and I will make them heads over you.’

God asked Solomon in a dream, “What shall I give you?” Solomon’s request,
1 Kings 3:9-12                   

“Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil.  For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” The speech pleased the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked for long life for yourself, nor have asked for riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.”
Solomon’s Life –

Solomon’s Fall – 

3. What is Understanding? - ἐπιστήμων
“Expertise in a field of study” - Such people are qualified to teach others.

Do you want to be the 1st operation or the 500th?
4. Who among you is Wise?

There were many who claimed wisdom.
If someone thought he was wise enough, how would he know? How would the people know?

     B. The Challenge - “Prove Your Wisdom” - 3:13b 

Show your wisdom by your conduct, “Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.”
ἀναστροφη̑ς - conversation (KJV); The English word meant what you did. It now means what you speak.

πραύτητι – “meekness”; Show your wisdom by the meekness of wisdom.

It all means that wisdom and understanding take time and experience.

            Out going president of a bank giving advice,
· YM – What is the key to success?

· OM – Two words – Good decisions.
· YM – How do you know what is a good decision?

· OM -  One word – Experience.
· YM – How do you get experience?

· OM – Two words – Bad decisions.
II. The Worldly Wise – 3:14-16

A. The Traits of Worldly Wisdom - 3:14
“But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.”

· Bitter Jealously - ζῆλονπικρὸν
· Selfish ambition - ἐριθείαν
B. The Source of Worldly Wisdom – 3:15 

“This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.”
 Worldly, so called, “wisdom” is not from above,
· It is earthly - ἐπίγειος
· It is natural – ψυχική
· It is demonic - δαιμονιώδης
C. The Results of Worldly Wisdom – 3:16

“For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.”
· Disorder – ἀκαταστασία
· Every evil thing – φαῦλον  πρᾶγμα 
III. The Other Wise - 3:17-18

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”

· It is Morally Pure – ἁγνή
· It Promotes Peace - ἔπειταεἰρηνική
· It is Considerate – ἐπιεικής
· It is Cooperative – εὐπειθής
· It is Merciful - μεστὴ  ἐλέους
· It is Fruitful – καρπῶν  ἀγαθῶν
· It is Impartial – ἀδιάκριτος
· It is Non-Hypocritical – ἀνυπόκριτος
· It Promotes Righteousness - καρπὸς  δє̀  δικαιοσύνης
